
RESOLUTION NUMBER 60 

HONORING STEPHEN ACREE 

WHEREAS, it has come to our attention that Mr. Stephen Acree is retiring after 22 years of service to Rise 

Community Development; and 

WHEREAS, after working with several City of St. Louis mayoral administrations, last serving as the Director 

of the Community Development Agency (CDA), Stephen joined the Regional Housing and Community 

Development Alliance (RHCDA) in February, 1999 as Director of Technical Assistance. In that position he led 

the organization’s efforts to grow the capacity of community development corporations (CDCs) throughout the 

region.  He became Executive Director and President of RHCDA in January, 2001; and  

WHEREAS, Mr. Acree managed the re-branding of the organization from RHCDA to Rise Community 

Development (Rise) in 2013.  During his tenure RHCDA/Rise completed $300 million in residential 

development, with over 1,200 units of affordable housing in St. Louis, and was the recipient of many awards, 

including: Bank of America’s Neighborhood Excellence Initiative Award (2004), Focus St. Louis What’s Right 

with the Region Award (2005), City of St. Louis Developer/Development of the Year Award (2006, 2009 and 

2018), Landmarks Association of St. Louis Most Enhanced Award (2007, 2010, 2014 and 2018), National Trust 

for Historic Preservation/HUD Secretary’s Award for Excellence in Historic Preservation (2010), AGC of St. 

Louis Keystone Awards Finalist (2011), Missouri Preservation McReynolds Award in Recognition of 

Outstanding Rehabilitation (2011), National Housing & Rehabilitation Association J. Timothy Anderson Award 

for Excellence in Historic Rehabilitation (2011), City of St. Louis Housing Development Project of the Year 

Award (2015, 2017 and 2018), East West Gateway Council of Governments Outstanding Local Government 

Achievement Award (2016 and 2018), Wyvetter H. Young Award for Innovation and Excellence in Affordable 

Housing (2016), Advantage Capital Impact Award for Community and Economic Development (2018), St. 

Louis Business Journal Building St. Louis Award (2018), American Planning Association Outstanding Plan 

Making Award (2018), and the American Planning Association St. Louis Metro Section Award for Outstanding 

Planning Practice (2020); and 

WHEREAS, in recent years, Acree has overseen Rise’s growing work in the area of neighborhood planning.  

The organization played a major role in the development of the Gravois-Jefferson Historic Neighborhoods Plan, 

adopted by the City of St. Louis in 2018; partnered with Development Strategies by managing community 

engagement work for the development of the Ferguson Comprehensive Plan, adopted in 2020; and was the lead 

planning consultant for the Winstanley Neighborhood Plan, adopted by the City of East St. Louis in 2021; and  

WHEREAS, Mr. Acree also played a leading role in the creation of the Missouri Workforce Housing 

Association (MOWHA), which was incorporated in 2009.  MOWHA is the statewide affordable housing 

professional organization and advocacy group that was recently successful in the effort to restore the Missouri 

low income housing tax credit.  He was the founding president of MOWHA and continues to serve on its 

Executive Committee; and 

WHEREAS, under his leadership, Rise has mentored and helped launch the careers of many young community 

development professionals, making a meaningful contribution to local efforts to grow the profession; and  

WHEREAS, Stephen is a life-long resident of the City of St. Louis, including nearly forty years now in 

Lafayette Square, starting out in a house without hot water, where he restored windows in exchange for paying 

rent. Stephen is a devoted dog lover and can often be seen walking his dogs, Rosie, Cleo and Sunny around 

Lafayette Park. He is also an adventure traveler.  One of his favorite things is to jump from high places (safety 

harness attached!) just for the fun of it.  He once made an 829-foot jump from the top of the Stratosphere in Las 

Vegas.  



NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that we pause in 

our deliberations to thank Stephen Acree for his service to Rise, and the region, and we wish him peace and 

happiness in his retirement. We further direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across 

the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a commemorative copy to the end that it may be presented to 

him at a time and place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 

Introduced this 9th day of July, 2021 by:  

The Honorable Christine Ingrassia, Alderwoman 6th  Ward 

Adopted this 9th day of July 2021 as attested by:  

 

 

__________________________     __________________________  

Terry Kennedy       Lewis Reed 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen      President, Board of Aldermen 

 


